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TASMANIAN TURF CLUB INC. 

MEMBERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 24th September 2024, Ladbrokes Lounge Level 1, 

Ladbrokes Racing Centre, Mowbray at 6.30pm 

 

 

Business: 

Confirm minutes of previous AGM, receive the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts, 

conduct Annual Election and appoint auditor. 

 

Annual Election: 

In accordance with Clause 20 of the Club Constitution all those wishing to nominate for 

election to the Board, whether new candidates or Members of the Board who are retiring by 

effluxion of time, must give written notice as such nomination to the CEO by 11am Tuesday 

3rd September.  S Rees, B Crawford and J McKenna retire and offer themselves for re-election.   

 

 

 
 

Mark Ridgway 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

Email: mark.ridgway@turfclubtas.com 
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 2024 

 
Dear Members, 
 
On behalf of the Tasmanian Turf Club Board, it gives me great pleasure to present this year's Annual Report to 
our loyal members.    
 
Please note the Club’s Annual Report and Statement of Accounts is available on our website 
www.tasmanianturfclub.com or a hard copy may be posted out by phoning or emailing the office. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank former CEO Gary Rayner for his excellent service to the Club and 
warmly welcome the Club’s new CEO Mark Ridgway.  Mark is a former executive with FedEx in Melbourne and 
we are extremely fortunate to have someone of his calibre taking on the position.  If at any time you have any 
concerns or questions, please feel free to make yourself known to Mark who will happily assist.  I would also like 
to welcome new Board Member Lance Cure, a prominent Launceston businessman and race horse owner. 
 
This year has seen the revamp of our Level 1 in the grandstand with a renovation to our public bar area which is 
now the Clubs new Chairman’s Lounge.  This provides another comfortable seating area with a magnificent view 
of the course and gives the Club further options available for outside functions. 
 
The Hall of Fame on the ground floor of the grandstand has had a face lift with the photos now in new frames 
thanks to Photographer Bill Hayes. 
 
Tasracing have installed a super-sized screen in our members area which will not only enhance our racing 
experience but will also be invaluable for outside functions. 
 
Our course entrance way has also undergone a major upgrade with new gateways, garden beds and a sealed 
driveway. I would especially like to thank Peter McFarlane from Tasracing for this much needed makeover. 
 
Race Dates 
Race dates provided this year see thirteen Friday nights allocated to the Club.  Racing on a Friday night will 
enable the Club to offer extensive opportunities to cater for Members and patrons and will provide greater sponsor 
participation and assist in attracting a younger demographic back to the course. 
 
Oaks Day has become Oaks night and has been re-programmed to the Friday night prior to Ladbrokes 
Launceston Cup Day which will enhance our Carnival week along with the Gourmet Tour and Cup Eve luncheon 
and Calcutta.  Fashions for Fillies will also take place on this evening in the Chairman’s Lounge. 
 
Upcoming feature race nights include our opening night Friday 4th October, Wednesday night 27th November 
featuring the $150k Jackson Security Tasmanian Newmarket and the $125k McB Developments 3YO Cup, 
Wednesday night 11th December $125k Conquering, $70k 3YO Trophy and the $50k ALFA Bowl. 

 

Sponsors 
Sponsors, new and old are vital for the on-going success and viability of our Club, and I would like to thank major 
sponsors   Ladbrokes, Kevin Sharkie, Jackson Security, McB Developments, Carlton & United Breweries, Little 
Giant Homes, The Examiner, Sportie’s Hotel, Finance Brokers of Tasmania, PFD Food Services, City of 
Launceston, Armidale Stud, Shedcorptas, LAFM, Steve’s Liquor, Kreglinger Wine Estates and Cressy Chaff 
Cutters. We also welcome the support of new sponsors including Salters Hire and Cavalor Horse Care.    
 
To all our sponsors, large and small, the Club appreciate every single one of you for your support, without you 
the Club would not survive.   
 
Website & IT Upgrade 
Our Website and IT functions continue to be upgraded in order to serve our members more efficiently Members 
are able to log into the website to pay their subscription and manage their own membership details.  We 
encourage everyone to embrace the system. 
    

mailto:admin@turfclubtas.com
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We understand some Members may not feel comfortable using the website so our friendly staff will still be on 
board to assist in any way they can, so please contact us if you need to. 
 
Newsletter 
This year we have continued to inform our members with a regular newsletter sent via email and posted if 
requested.  We feel this provides everyone with the opportunity to keep in touch with our events and race 
meetings.  Please, if you have an email address, advise the Club or better still log onto the website and update 
your email address so you can keep up to date with everything that is happening at the Club. 
 
Tri-Code Meetings 
The Ladbrokes Racing Centre at Mowbray is a Tri-code racing facility and as such the TTC continue to meet 
regularly with Pacing and Greyhound codes which allows us all to cohabitate comfortably in our shared facility.  
 
We thank Tasracing's Site Manager Peter McFarlane, Bryan Dunn and John Burke for their continued significant 
contribution to the care and maintenance of our race track. 
 
Membership 
Our members are the backbone of our Club and our first and foremost priority.  We have revamped and repriced 
our menu offerings and at each race meeting upon presentation of your members badge, members will receive a 
free drink (beer, wine, sparking or soft drink) on arrival at the Members Lounge.  
 
Many of our valued sponsors have offered discounts to members and upon producing membership cards will 
receive a significant discount in return for supporting their business.   We understand sometimes Members just 
like to come along, socialise and enjoy a snack and a drink and this will continue next season. 
 
Catering 
Roger Bean, the Club’s Catering Manager and all his staff have once again provided exceptional meals and 
service for Members and patrons to enjoy at all race nights/days and outside functions throughout the season.   

       
I would like to congratulate Jarrah Nixon for her continual dedication as our Front of House and her management 
of catering staff and thank all our catering staff for your wonderful service to the Club.   
 

The Club cater for all outside functions and events, so please bear this in mind when planning a special occasion 
and give consideration to the Club as a viable and convenient facility. 
 

Ladbrokes Launceston Cup & Carnival 
Ladbrokes Launceston Cup Day was once again the highlight of our racing year both from a crowd attendance 
perspective and as an event on which the success of the Club is highly dependent.  I would like to thank Roger 
Bean and his team for their tireless work in the back ground in helping to put together one of the best ever 
Launceston Cup days.  The Horseshoe enclosure on the Leger was an outstanding success and we look forward 
to continue building on this concept next year.   
 
The 2024 Ladbrokes Launceston Cup winner was the Richard Cully trained Victorian raider EXCELLERATION 
($2.60 fav) heavily backed and saluted for the punters. Jockey Harry Coffey once again the winning jockey having 
had success previously in 2022 aboard AURORA’S SYMPHONY who completed the double by also being 
victorious in 2023. Patrick Payne’s ALHAMBRA LAD was runner up ridden by Jye McNeil with GRAND PIERRO 
trained by Jason Warren and ridden by Craig Williams in third placing. 
 
The ever-popular Fashions on the Field was again a huge draw card not only for participants but spectators alike.  
Excellent prizes were on offer including a trip to Bali for two people for both the Men’s section and Ladies section 
for two people that included seven night’s accommodation and return airfares.  On behalf of the Club, we thank 
John McCoy, Eclipz Hair Salon, Laser Clinics Australia, Cataract on Paterson, Kachoo Fashion, Fergies Betta 
Home Living, Young @ Heart Fashions, Aussie Legends, Jackson Security, Route66 and Eliah Café Restaurant 
for their support. 
 
Club Patron 
On behalf of the TTC I would like to thank Club patron, Her Excellency, the Honourable Barbara Baker (AC) 
Governor of Tasmania for her for her continued patronage. 
 
Tasracing 
I would like to thank CEO Andrew Jenkins for his continued and valued support along with Peter McFarlane, 
Jackie Farrelly, Mark Blair, Blayne Hudson and all Tasracing staff for their ongoing support of the Club and racing 
in Tasmania.   
 
I would also like to thank all grounds and maintenance staff including John Burke and Bryan Dunn and all the 
grounds staff for their hard work and dedication in the outstanding presentation of the course and the complex. 
 



Industry Participants 
The Club would like to acknowledge owners, breeders, trainers and industry participants for their support 
throughout the year. 
 
Staff 
No Club can function successfully without a dedicated team and we are extremely grateful to Mark Ridgway 
(CEO), Felicity Oakenfull (Accounts), Kathy Hill (Administration), Jarrah Nixon (Office assistant & Front of House),  
and Brent Crawford (Public Relations Manager). 
 
We are also very appreciative of Roger Bean who stepped up into our Cup’s setup and the management he 
provided during this premium period of the TTC season.  Roger’s meticulous management and supervision 
ensured minimum costs and a successful Ladbrokes Launceston Cup & Carnival. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Thank you to my fellow Board members for their continued dedication and devotion of invaluable time throughout 
the year and to our Life Members, Members, Sponsors and others who have volunteered their time to assist the 
Club. 
 

 The highly valued support and commitment from our re-elected Racing Minister the Honourable Jane Howlett and 
acknowledge her interest and the enthusiasm she provides, along with the Tasmanian Government to the Racing 
Industry. 
  
Once again thank you for your ongoing support and we look forward to seeing you at our opening night race 
meeting on Friday night 4th October. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alison Archer 
Chairman 



Treasurers Report  

and Strategy for 2024/2025 

• Held the line financially with no improvement of the underlying financial 

position of the Club. 

• Added back $63K for Everest payment (accrued} plus $35K capital costs 

recovered from both Launceston Pacing Club and Tas Racing for the 

Chairmans Lounge upgrade. 

• Everest payment of $80K per annum represents a step function and this 

payment is contracted for the next 9 years which will be quarantined from 

General Revenue and added to the TPT annually. 

• Capital Expenditure for year was $75K to upgrade the Chairmans Room.  

• Cash Position has gone from $117K to $65K and this is reflected on by 

adding back depreciation to the loss. 

• $200K moved from TPT on 01/07/24- reflecting the difficulty in managing 

cash flow with no racing {no income} for 20 weeks and the underlying 

deficit and capital expenditure over the last few years.  

• Very Important to note- The TPT amount of $200K sits in account and has 

not been touched and we have accrued over $2K of interest on this 

amount and as at the 18th September the Clubs cash position has 

improved and currently sits at approximately $146,000. This is due to very 

good fiscal control within the business over the past 4 months. 

• Other Items of note 

• Labour Savings last season = $39K 

• Restaurant and Bars increase in revenue of $47K 

• Launceston Cup sponsorship saw a decrease of $42K. 

 

 

Lance Cure 

Treasurer 
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